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GOLDEN DOZEN 




THE GREATEST IN TV SPORTS are on WOR-tv, channel 9. 

See all the Dodger home games—only on WOR-tv, channel 9. See the tops in boxing, 
every Tuesday, 8:50 PM, from Fort Hamilton. 

Watch the grunt and groan boys in top wrestling; every Wednesday, 9:05 PM, from 
Fort Hamilton; every Thursday, 9:05 PM, from Ridgewood Grove; every Friday, 

9:05 PM, from Jamaica Arena. 

















Editorial 

by 

GeneTunney 








Dempsey Thumbs Down on Women Referees 


Manassa Mauler says women wrestlers would not respect 

female arbiter; sees three-way hassles to get in last word 
By Lou Thesz 





Dempsey 









John Da Grosa 












Over the years , Frank Sexton has stirred up a lot of excitement in Boston rings . 










New Greek Mat Si 


tar 


John Kostas, the sensational new mat youngster 
who came to America via a wrestling tour of South 
and Central America, has made friends and fans 
with every appearance. He’s that kind of a guy. 

His real name of Ioanis Kostolias, has been cut 
to plain John Kostas for ring use and he prefers it 
to his longer and more romantic one. John began 
his pro wrestling career in 1944 back in Greece, 
where he had been an all-around athlete excelling 

been a track and swimming star. While in Argen¬ 
tina, later on, attending school and wrestling, he 


broke the national high jump record with a leap of 
6 and a half feet. 

John still weighs just about 230 pounds, as his 
ring weight, and stands 6 feet 2 inches. He has 
wrestled throughout New England and is extremely 
popular with both the wrestlers and the fans for 
his colorful wrestling style and his genial personality 

John is a combination of the purely scientific 
matman and the rough and tumble grappler. His 
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I go behind the Scenes 

The country’s only woman wrestling editor tells what has happened along the way 

by Marj Heyduck 













DRAPP TAKES COSENZA 


Tony Cosenza makes Andre Drapp go the 



G«»« 

November 13th, and under the glare of the ring And he had won! Pinned his opponent to the 

of 4e b gotdl^r^ui S wr«atr For&fte ^r^d th^^ C ° U ” ted 

hour he^had been engaged in as grueling a tert of ^ And now he was ready to have his part in one of 

200 pounds of powerful agility know/ as Sonny throughthe ropes and came into the center of the 

Myers. He had bested a field of 28 of the nation’s ring. This was LeRoy McGuirk, for eight years 

finest grapplers to win his way into the ring this undisputed champion of his division, now tragically 

night. And the contest just ended required the blinded by an automobile accident. 


He bucked his father’s wishes and has made good 


tough profession 









One Town's 


Wrestling 
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Airline Pilots Learn Sumo 

Even the “fly boys” are taking up wrestling between hops to the Orient 






When 
Golch Got 

His 

By Carroll Van Court 










. Big Bill Miller 

title for two years in a row, now has his sights set on pro heavyweight title 





Red Andrews and Bill Fountain of Okla¬ 
homa City have turned wrestling into a 
helping hand for benefit of the needy 



28 


Wrestling has become the top sp 


190,000 fans paid admission at the Coliseum to see 
Red Andrews 5 matches and an estimated 50,000 
more watched the events each week over WKY-TV, 

Wrestling’s immense popularity in Oklahoma 
City is largely due to the great heart of the man who 

tunity to use his wrestling cards to aid worthy 


So contagious has the enthusiasm of Red An¬ 
drews been, that in a year and a half of telecasting 
.the shows, BiU Fountain, with his WKY-TV micro¬ 
phone and camera has made the telecasts an im¬ 
portant factor in espousing the causes of those 

the station to be used for that purpose. 

“I’ve enjoyed the wrestling so much,” one letter 
from a television fan in a small Oklahoma town told 
Bill, “that I want to help in some of the things you 
and Red have done. Here’s a five doUar bill . . . 
give it to someone who needs help!” 

What has been done by Red and Bill? It’s a long 
list and the story of Red Andrews alone will explain 
wrestling’s pre-eminent position among Oklahoma 
C.ity sport fans. 

There’s the matter of the Boys Home at Ponca 
City, Oklahoma, sponsored by the American Legion. 
Since 1945, when Andrews began promoting wres¬ 
tling in Oklahoma City, five per cent of every dollar 
paid into the Coliseum box office on wrestling night 
went to the Boys Home! More than $25,000 has 


brought an immeasurable amount of thrills and 
happiness to those boys, because Red Andrews, 
reared in a newsboys home at Houston, Texas, 


“My whole heart is with boys because I’ll never 
forget those days,” Red declares, “and I think such 
sports as wrestling should always be used to help 


Not long ago Billie Johnston, young daughter of 
an Oklahoma City traffic policeman, lay dangerously 
•ill because of the need for a rare type of blood 
unavailable in the Oklahoma City blood banks. 
Between wrestling match telecasts, Bill Fountain 
told his listeners about it and asked their help. That 
night 25 pints of the type were made available and 
in the week following more than 100 wrestling fans 
from every section of the state who watched the 
telecasts, had written in with offers to help, and the 

Red Andrews stages special events as the need for 
benefits arises each year. Bill Fountain plugs them 
tirelessly and efficiently in his telecasts. They have 
wonderful support of the local radio stations and 
newspapers, because everyone in Oklahoma City 
knows Red never gains a cent of money from such 
benefits. Every wrestler who appeared on such cards 
volunteered his services free, and many paid their 
own expenses from distant points. 

“This sort of thing has made everyone connected 
with wrestling in Oklahoma City proud of the pro¬ 
fession, and the wrestling fans-more loyal to the 
sport than to any other,” Red explains. “The wres¬ 
tlers, particularly, have been wonderful guys. Why, 
the last such benefit we staged we needed eight men 







It’s hard to tell which keeps Dick Lane 



the busiest, acting in movies or announcing top wrestling cards 



Bitter was the Victor 

Whenever Lilly Bitter and Mars Bennett tangle , the ring is full of action 


When Lilly (Lillian) Bitter, and the veteran Mars 
Bennett, got together everyone expected that the mat 
victory would go to Miss Bennett with ease. Miss 
Bennett has long been one of the top girl wrestlers 
and has an impressive record of wins over the best 

On the other hand, the young lady from Newark, 
N. J., has been wrestling but a few months. Don’t let 
that fool you, however, for as Billy Wolfe, the girl 

wrestlers in the sport.” 

5 feet 5 inches and weighs 135 pounds. She likes to 
wrestle in bare feet. 


friend of Tony Galento, veteran fighter and mat- 

went to matches to see first hand what it was like. 
She decided that if other girls could make good 
money in the ring she could herself, so gave up her 
job in a Newark 5 and 10 cent store and went at it 

Unlike most young wrestling aspirants, she did 
not require weeks or months of training before 
making her pro debut. Just ten days after having 
an interview with Willie Gilzenberg, Galento’s man¬ 
ager, she climbed into the ring as part of a tag 
team match in Sydney, Neb. Performing like a 
veteran her team won. She’s been a consistent 






They make wrestling tick 





HOW WRE STLER/S 



n nil! 



CAN TAKE 


IT 













tling. He began his reign in 1890, and the late Jack 
Curley, who ruled supreme as the Czar of Wrestling 































Wo , why, what, when. 
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What wrestler spent 600 days in actual combat and icho’s field artillery gun 
fired the first shot against Germans in North Africa? 

Why was a powerful neck essential to a Greco-Roman wrestler? 

siq no SuIflOI Aq ‘guiqonoi UIOIJ sioppioqs siq dooqjmB qooq pnoq siq Av'oiqi OJ raiq lliniad ppiOAl 
^sjapsom*aqi maiaqM \oj Surjpu l uoao SuqisoL, uoraoy-oooag jo :j[ais pnnSuo sqi ut asnoaag 


What top wrestler once held both the AAV Boxing title and the AAV Wres¬ 
tling title at the same time? 

■jo[ddoj3 uouuojq Air) ajprj ip>g oqi ‘uosSuoq jpg pi!M„ 

What Hungarian-born wrestler noted for his footwork can pick up a chair 
by grasping it with the toes of only one foot? 

What famous pair of wrestlers are father and son? 


Can you name the popular wrestler who saved his life during the recent 
by swimming for 14 hours after escaping from the Japs? 


What popular matman is a former lawyer and member of the V. S. bar? This 
wrestler was a member of the V. S. Olympics Water Polo Team of a few years 
ago. Can you name him? 


Bob “Believe it or not” Ripley featured the drop-kick of one of our top wres¬ 
tlers as one of his “wonders”. Whose? 

One of the top girl wrestlers started out to become an interior decorator and 
gave it up for the wrestling game with her mother’s whole-hearted approval. 
Which lady wrestler? 
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Whats Ahead for NEXT MONTH 




Save Yo 



mi WRESTLING, Inc. 
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